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City of Claremont Regular Meeting Minutes 

Monday, January 5, 2015 
 
The regular City Council meeting of the City of Claremont was held in Council Chambers located at 
Claremont City Hall at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, January 5, 2015. 
 
The following members of the Claremont City Council were present: Mayor Shawn Brown, 
Councilmember Timothy Lowrance, Councilmember Dayne Miller, Councilmember Nicky Setzer and 
Councilmember Dale Setzer. Councilmember Dale Sherrill was not in attendance at the meeting. 
 
The following personnel of the City of Claremont were present: Interim City Manager Mike McLaurin, 
City Attorney Bob Grant, Finance Officer Stephanie Corn, City Clerk Wendy Helms, Rick Damron, 
Lieutenant Allen Long, Fire Chief Bart Travis, Parks and Recreation Coordinator Michael Orders, 
Melinda Bumgarner, Police Chief Gary Bost, and Public Works Director Tom Winkler.  
 
Others in attendance were: Robert Smith, Shelly Stevens, Jason Lowrance, Allen Barkley, Rupert Little, 
Cole Travis, Lisa Travis, Cheyanne DeMauro, Charles Helms, Mike Hathaway, Gene Monday, 
Catherine Renbarger and Andrea Ramsey. 
  
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Shawn R. Brown called the Claremont City Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
The agenda approved after New Business item H, Ordinance 14-14 was tabled until the February 
meeting.   
 
 
3. INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The invocation was given by Reverend Dennis Richards from First Baptist Church. Councilmember 
Nicky Setzer led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
 
4. MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Brown thanked everyone for the concern shown to the Brown, Isenhour, Sigmon and Miller 
families. 
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5. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
A. December 1, 2014 Regular Meeting Minutes – Councilmember Timothy Lowrance made a motion 
to accept December 1, 2014 regular meeting minutes as presented. Councilmember Nicky Setzer 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.   
 
B.  December 1, 2014 Closed Session Minutes- Councilmember Timothy Lowrance made a motion to 
accept December 1, 2014 closed session minutes. Councilmember Nicky Setzer seconded the motion. 
The motion passed unanimously.   
 
C.  December 8 & 9, 2014 Closed Session Minutes- Councilmember Timothy Lowrance made a motion 
to accept December 8 & 9, 2014 closed session minutes as presented. Councilmember Nicky Setzer 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.   
 
D.  December 9, 2014 Closed Session Minutes- Councilmember Timothy Lowrance made a motion to 
accept December 9, 2014 closed session minutes. Councilmember Nicky Setzer seconded the motion. 
The motion passed unanimously.   
 
6. CITIZEN’S CONCERN’S & COMMENTS- 
 
None 
 
 
7. PUBLIC HEARING- 
 
 A. Text Amendment 14-02 Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance- Motion was made by Councilmember 
Tim Lowrance to open a public hearing at 7:06 p.m.  Second was made by Councilmember Dayne 
Miller.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
City Planner, Shelley Stevens presented council and those in attendance with information on Text 
Amendment 14-02.  The text amendment includes grammatical revisions, Planning Board/Board of 
Adjustment composition revisions, and allows for acceptance of digital plats (Zoning Ordinance Articles 
M and O, and Subdivision Article C).  There was no further public comment. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Nicky Setzer to close the public hearing and return to regular 
session at 7:07 p.m.  Second was made by Councilmember D.B. Setzer.  Motion passed unanimously’ 
 
  
8. OLD BUSINESS-  
 
A. Prysmian Agreement Resolution 16-14- Interim City Manager Mike McLaurin presented 
information about Resolution 16-14.  This grant is the first phase of a two phase development.  This 
particular grant would cover some of the cost of adding new equipment and renovation of a portion of 
the plant which would be used to bring in a new manufacturing process.  The total investment for this 
phase would be approximately $ 4,000,000.  The grant application is for $ 240,000 of which the city will 
need to commit to a 5% local match.   
The grant application is being prepared by Leah Martin of the Western Piedmont Council of 
Governments.  The city’s cost for this grant would be $12,000.  It is proposed that if funded, the city’s 
funds would go to the Western Piedmont COG for grant administration.   
A second phase would be funded separately and would provide an additional $ 6,000,000 of investment 
in the plant.  Phase 2 may require some additional yet unspecified incentives.   
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On motions by Council Members Nicky Setzer and Dayne Miller, the Council voted 5-0 to authorize the 
grant application and commit the local match of $ 12,000. (December 9, 2014, Closed Session) 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Nicky Setzer to approve Resolution 16-14 to accept the terms of 
grant.  Second was made by Councilmember Dayne Miller.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Nicky Setzer to allow Western Piedmont Council of Governments 
to administer the grant.  Second was made by Councilmember Dayne Miller.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
B.  Update on Water, Sewer and Solid Waste Policy- Interim City Manager, Mike McLaurin gave 
council a brief update.  He also hopes to have a draft policy ready before he leaves. 
 
 
9.  NEW BUSINESS-  
 
A. Announcement of New City Manager – Mayor Shawn Brown introduced Catherine Renbarger.  
Catherine was chosen by council to fill the vacant City Manager position.  Motion was made by 
Councilmember Nicky Setzer to accept Catherine Renbarger as the new City Manager and to approve 
her employment pursuant to the terms of the Employment Agreement which has been drafted by City 
Attorney Robert M. Grant, Jr., a copy of which is attached to the minutes. Second was made by 
Councilmember Dayne Miller.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Mrs. Renbarger will begin her duties on January 20, 2015. 
 
B. Ordinance 12-14 Amend the Code of Ordinances Title 9 Planning and Community Development 
Zoning and Subdivision Regulations- A Public Hearing was held earlier in the night to allow updates to 
the Code of Ordinances Title 9 Planning and Community Development Zoning and Subdivision 
regulations.  Motion was made by Councilmember Timothy Lowrance to accept Ordinance 12-14.  
Second was made by Councilmember Nicky Setzer.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
C. Recommended Financing for Fire Truck –Interim City Manager Mike McLaurin reported that the 

City has received two proposals for financing the funding of our new fire truck which should 
arrive in April.  The Request for Proposal was for 10 year financing of up to $ 264,000 with a 
request that quotes be provided for both advance and arrears payment.   The information received 
include: 

 
 Facility Payment 

Type 
Interest 
Rate 

Annual Payment First Payment 

BB & T Advance 2.39% $29,499.15 2015 
Regions Advance 2.42% $29,329.97 2015 
BB & T Arrears 2.48% $30,133.15 (See Note 1) 2016 
Regions Arrears 2.50% $30,164.31  2016 

 
City Staff has completed our review of the two proposals.  Points of which the Council should be 
aware include: 

1) BB&T will charge a 1% prepayment penalty 
2) Regions bank at the time of this writing would not provide three recent projects citing In 

conclusion. 
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 Interim City Manager McLaurin recommended that the Council approve the proposal from 
BB&T using the Arrears payment type.  Approval would be subject to review by the city 
attorney of any documents pertaining to the financing agreement confidentiality.  

Motion was made by Councilmember D.B. Setzer to accept the proposal for financing from BB & T.  
Second was made by Councilmember Nicky Setzer.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

D. Authorize the City Manager to Bid the Construction of Pump Station at North Plant, Funding the 
Project- Motion was made by Councilmember Dayne Miller to approve the City Manager to bid the 
construction of a pump station at the North Plant.  Second was made by Councilmember Nicky Setzer.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

E. Resolution 15-14- Declaring Surplus Property- The following items were found to be no longer of 
use or beyond repair by the city’s maintenance department.  They are asking to have these items 
declared surplus.   
 1.  Bush Hog type finish mower, 6 foot cut, and brand unknown.  
       M-60 three point hitch.  Needs new blades  
 2.  Utility truck bed trailer with dump bed, 8’ x 6’, new 16” tires. 
 3.  Snyder 450 gallon portable water tank, clear. 
      Holds water, no cracks or holes. 
 4.  Poly tank- 250 gallons with hannay reel-Model # PPF282324RT 
      Briggs and Stratton engine- Model # 25FA B23. 
      Tank in good condition, motor and hose reel worked when removed from truck. 

Motion was made by Councilmember Dayne Miller to accept Resolution 15-14, declaring these items 
surplus.  Second was made by Councilmember Nicky Setzer.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

F. Ordinance 13-14 Budget Amendment-   Motion was made by Councilmember Nicky Setzer to 
approve Ordinance 13-14.  Second was made by Councilmember Dayne Miller.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
This is to repay an over payment of hydrant/sprinkler charges made by Rock-Tenn Company. 
 
 
G. Authorize the City Manager to enter into an Inter Local Agreement with NC DOT for 
reimbursement of Right of Way Mowing- Claremont mows the right of ways, we are looking for 
reimbursement for this service.  Motion was made by Councilmember Nicky Setzer to approve the 
agreement once it has been received.  Second was made by Councilmember Timothy Lowrance.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
H. Removed from Agenda Ordinance 14-14 was removed from the agenda. 
 
I. Stewart Cooper Newell Proposal- Public Works- A goal from the Action Plan was to expand the 
Public Works Department.  Stewart Cooper Newell has done work for the city in the past.  This contract 
will be for $ 14,595.  Money is available in the current budget.  Motion was made by Timothy Lowrance 
to allow a contract to be signed for their services.  Second was made by Councilmember D.B. Setzer.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
10. DEPARTMENT & COMMITTEE REPORTS 
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A.  Monthly Department Dashboard Report- The monthly dashboard was presented, there were no 
questions. 
 
B.  Youth Council- Cheyanne DeMauro gave an update on behalf of the youth council. 
 
 
11. CITY MANAGER REPORT   
 
Interim City Manager, Mike McLaurin gave updates on the store located beside City Hall, upgrades to 
the water system on Kelly Blvd and reminded everyone Christmas lights would be removed on 
Wednesday. 
 
12. CLOSED SESSION  
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Timothy Lowrance to go into a closed session in reference to G.S. 
143-318.11(a) (4) at 7:35 p.m.  Second was made by Councilmember Dayne Miller.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Nicky Setzer to recess the closed session at 7:59 p.m. Second was 
made by Councilmember Dayne Miller.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Interim City Manager, Mike McLaurin informed council a draft copy of the new Action Plan should be 
ready within 30 days.   
 
Councilmember D.B. Setzer reported security cameras will be installed at the Bunker Hill Covered 
Bridge. 
 
 
13. ADJOURN 
 
Motion was made by Councilmember Timothy Lowrance to adjourn the meeting at 8:08 p.m.  Second 
was made by Councilmember Dayne Miller.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Wendy L. Helms, City Clerk 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
     Shawn R. Brown, Mayor 
 
 
Attested: 
 
 
____________________________ 
  Wendy L. Helms, City Clerk  


