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City of Claremont Regular Meeting Minutes 

Monday, July 1, 2013 

 

The regular City Council meeting of the City of Claremont was held in the Council Chambers at City 

Hall at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, July 1, 2013. 

 

The following members of the Claremont City Council were present: Mayor David Morrow, Mayor Pro 

Tem Timothy Lowrance, Councilmember Shawn Brown, Councilmember Nicky Setzer, Councilmember 

Dale Setzer and Councilmember Dale Sherrill. 

 

The following personnel of the City of Claremont were present: City Manager Doug Barrick, City 

Attorney Bob Grant, Administrative Support Clerk Mandy Buff, Police Chief Gary Bost, Fire Chief 

Gary Sigmon, Public Works Director Tom Winkler, & Henry Helton. 

 

Others in attendance were: Gerald Tolbert, Melinda Bumgarner, Dayne Miller, Robert Smith, Robert 

Winrow, Rupert Little, Jason Lowrance, Cameron Miller, Brian Helms, Mona Cozzen, Crystal Helms, 

Duane Cozzen, Mike Kirby, Carl Greene, Jennifer Lowrance, & Scott Ramsey.  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor David Morrow called the Claremont City Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

The agenda was approved as presented. 

 

3. INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

The invocation was led by Eric Hollar, from Bethel Lutheran Church. Councilmember D.B. Setzer led 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

4. MAYOR’S REPORT & PROCLAMATIONS 
 

Mayor David Morrow read a thank you letter from CertainTeed for the Cities support in their recent golf 

tournament in support of juvenile diabetes. He also spoke about the wet weather that the City has 

received over the course of June. He thanked the Town of Maiden for their support in the recovery 

efforts from the major storm that occurred on June 13
th

. Mayor Morrow also congratulated Medicap 

Pharmacy on their 60
th

 anniversary. The Mayor also announced the relocation of Sundown Audio to the 

City of Claremont and welcomed them to a growing list of successful businesses. The Mayor went on to 

add he will not be seeking another term and endorsed Shawn Brown on his bid for the Mayoral seat for 

the City.  
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5. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Regular Meeting Minutes – June 3, 2013 – Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance made a motion to 

accept June 3, 2013 regular meeting minutes as presented. Councilmember Shawn Brown seconded the 

motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. Closed Session Meeting Minutes – June 3, 2013 – Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance made a 

motion to accept June 3, 2013 closed session meeting minutes with the addition G.S. 143-318.11(a)(5) 

under item 11 closed session. Councilmember Shawn Brown seconded the motion. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

6. CITIZEN’S CONCERN’S & COMMENTS 
 

None 

 

7. PRESENTATIONS 

 
A. Police & Fire Departments  

 

Mayor Morrow presented former Fire Chief Gary Sigmon with a North Carolina State Flag that flew 

over the State Capital Building in his honor. Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance presented Gary Sigmon 

with a certificate in honor of his lifetime membership with the Claremont Fire Dept.  

 

Claremont Police Chief Gary Bost presented Corporal David Clark with his promotion to Sergeant with 

the Claremont Police Dept. His wife Crystal performed the badging ceremony.  

 

Former Police Chief Gerald Tolbert presented Chief Bost with a North Carolina State Flag that flew 

over the State Capital Building in his honor on May 6, 2013 the day chief Bost was sworn in as 

Claremont’s next Police Chief.  

 

8. OLD BUSINESS 

 
A. City Park Reservation Policy- City Council gave authority to adopt and enforce the policy as 

presented.  

 

9. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Ordinance 01-13 Fiscal Year 2014 Budget Amendment - Councilmember Shawn Brown made a 

motion to approve Ordinance 01-13 as presented. Councilmember Nicky Setzer seconded the motion. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. Resolution 01-13 Surplus Property - Councilmember Dale Setzer made a motion to approve 

Resolution 01-13 as presented. Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance seconded the motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

C. City Hall Mural– The Claremont Appearance committee and the Friends of the Library have been 

working over the past year on a layout for a mural to highlight the City Library. A presentation was 

made to show the mural layout on the City Hall Building to draw attention to the Library entrance. The 

City Council liked the mural, however at this time with funds in the current budget to replace the roofing 

to City Hall the Council has asked that the mural project be tabled for future discussion until after the 

renovations to City Hall are completed. The Council also encouraged the Appearance Committee to 

work with other local business and property owners to place another mural in the downtown area.  
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D. Budget Transfer - Monies have been moved in the FY 2013 Budget to fund various end of the 

budget year projects and adjustments. 

 

11. DEPARTMENT & COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

A. Quarterly Financial Report – City Manager Barrick reported on both the General Fund and Utility 

Fund at the year-end of FY13. Both funds are forecasted to use less than approved fund balance due to 

conservative forecasting and sound spending throughout the year.  

 

B. Fire Department – Former Chief Gary Sigmon thanked everyone for the gifts and ceremonies for his 

retirement and reported that the dept. will be placing some additional 800 MHz radios into service in the 

coming months. Gary also reported that Asst. Chief Helms will be taking on the duties of Chief as the 

City recruits a new Fire Chief.  

 

C. Police Department – Chief Gary Bost reported that the month of June was a fairly quiet month. 

However there where a few car break ins and a fraudulent check case at Peoples bank. City Manager 

Barrick also reported that Chief Bost will be attending the PELA course at the UNC School of 

Government.  

 

D. Public Works – Tom Winkler stated that the crew was very thankful for the support from Maiden. 

He thanked the community for their patience on the lag time due to the heavy amount of storm damage.  

 

E. Rescue Squad – Carl Greene reported that the squad responded to 72 calls, of these 66 were hot. The 

average response time was 5:24. The Squad will be holding an Early Bird drawing for the 20 Guns for 

20 Dollars raffle on July 4th 2013, so if you still want to get tickets, please do so by then. 

 

F. Utilities Department – City Manager Doug Barrick reported that the County is working on a water 

line extension to serve the Bunker Hill Covered Bridge for fire protection. The County will pay for the 

line and the City will pay for up to 5 fire hydrants. He also reported that the City will be receiving the 

ordered generator for the school street pump station. Public Works has completed the root control 

project for the year and completed roughly 5,000 feet of lines. The 2012 Water report is also available 

online and was noted on the water bills for the month.  

 

G. Planning & Zoning – City Manager Doug Barrick reported that two zoning permits were issued in 

June and has issued a Certificate of Occupancy for WB Frames.  

 

H. Parks & Recreation Committee – Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance reported the committee has 

reviewed a request for an Eagle Scout project. After discussions it was determined that it would be better 

to hold off at this time due to the upcoming master plan process that the City will be doing this fall.  

 

The committee has been working with Bunker Hill on a pep rally and parade for homecoming this year 

that will take place the week leading up to Claremont Daze.  

 

I. Appearance Commission – Councilmember Nicky Setzer reported the yard of the month winner for 

June is Doug & Jill Brown. They will receive a $25 gift certificate to Box Car Grille. 

 

12. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

City Manager Doug Barrick stated that the City Facebook page reached 425 followers. In order to grow 

followers the City will be hosting a drawing over the next three months to help increase that number. 

The page is a great way for people to stay connected to the City. He also made mention about the 

enforcement for Bulky item pickups and a change to a once a week limb service.  



Monday, July 1, 2013                                   Regular Meeting Minutes                               Page 4 of 4 

 

13. CLOSED SESSION 
 

At 8:15 p.m. Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance made a motion to go into closed session in reference to 

G.S. 143-318.11 (a)(5) (Contract negotiations). Councilmember Nicky Setzer seconded the motion. The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

At 8:49 p.m. Councilmember D.B. Setzer made a motion to adjourn the closed session and reconvene 

the regular session. Councilmember Nicky Setzer seconded the motion. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

 

14. ADJOURN 
 

At 8:51 p.m. Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance made a motion to adjourn the City Council meeting. 

Councilmember Shawn Brown seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Doug Barrick, City Clerk 

 

 

Attested: 

 

 

____________________________     ____________________________ 

     David B. Morrow, Mayor          Douglas L. Barrick, City Clerk 


