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City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 

Monday, July 2, 2012 
 

The regular City Council meeting of the City of Claremont was held in the Council Chambers at City Hall at 

7:00 p.m. on Monday, July 2, 2012. 

 

The following members of the Claremont City Council were present: Mayor David Morrow, Mayor Pro 

Tem Timothy Lowrance, Councilmember Shawn Brown, Councilmember Nicky Setzer, Councilmember 

Dale Sherrill and Councilmember Dale Setzer. 

 

The following personnel of the City of Claremont were present: City Manager, Doug Barrick, City 

Attorney, Bob Grant, Finance Officer, Stephanie Corn, Administrative Support Clerk, Mandy Buff, Police 

Chief, Gerald Tolbert, Police Captain, Gary Bost, Fire Chief, Gary Sigmon, Public Works Director, Tom 

Winkler and Public Works Lead Supervisor, Garrick Butts. 

 

Others in attendance were: Henry Helton, John Lentz, Andi Bandy, Marcus Bandy, Robert Smith, Susan 

Tucker, Eric Jones, Andrea Ramsey, Laurie LoCicero, Jack Whitener and Scott Ramsey.  

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor David Morrow called the Claremont City Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

The agenda was accepted as presented. 

 

3.  INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The invocation was led by Henry Helton. Councilmember Dale Sherrill led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

4.  MAYOR'S REPORT 

 

Mayor David Morrow reported Claremont’s Tailgate Market is doing well. He thanked the people that 

helped with the sidewalk repairs. Mayor Morrow mentioned the new businesses that have moved into 

Claremont and he commented on the downtown businesses that have given their store fronts a facelift. 

Mayor Morrow commented on how nice Hannah’s Handbags new store front looked. 

 

 

5.  CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A. Regular Meeting Minutes – June 2, 2012 - A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance 

to accept the regular meeting minutes as presented. Councilmember Nicky Setzer seconded the motion. The 

motion passed unanimously. 
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B. Closed Session Minutes – July 2, 2012 - A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance to 

accept the closed session minutes as presented. Councilmember Nicky Setzer seconded the motion. The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

6.  CITIZEN'S CONCERNS AND COMMENTS  

 

None. 

 

7.  PRESENTATION 

 

A. Rescue Squad – Mayor Morrow introduced Eric Jones. He is the new Chief of the Claremont Rescue 

Squad. He is a technical rescue instructor, an EMT and has worked in emergency medical services for 

several years. Mayor Morrow stated Councilmember Shawn Brown has been elected to serve a two year 

term on the Board of Directors for the rescue squad. Mayor Morrow stated Certainteed has adopted a street 

to help keep clean. 

 

8. OLD BUSINESS 

 

None. 

 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Ordinance 01-12 Auxiliary Police – A motion was made by Councilmember Shawn Brown to accept 

ordinance 01-12 as presented. Councilmember Dale Setzer seconded the motion. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

B. Ordinance 02-12 NCDOT Speed Limits - A motion was made by Councilmember Dale Sherrill to 

make the speed limit on Kelly Blvd. and Heart Dr. 45 mph. Councilmember Nicky Setzer seconded the 

motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

C. Resolution 01-12 Solid Waste 3 Year Update Support - A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem 

Timothy Lowrance to accept resolution 01-12 as presented. Councilmember Dale Sherrill seconded the 

motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

D. Rail Spur Lease Agreement – A motion was made by Councilmember Shawn Brown to approve the 

Rail Spur Lease Agreement as presented. Councilmember Nicky Setzer seconded the motion. The motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

E. Budget Transfer – Monies have been moved in the FY 2012 Budget to cover year end expenses. 

 

10. DEPARMENT & COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

A.  Quarterly Financial Report – In the FY 2012 General Fund Revenue $2,392.582 was budgeted and the 

actual total to date is $2,513,630. In the General Fund Expenditures $2,903,962 was budgeted. The actual 

total to date is $2,751,989. In the Water/Sewer Revenue fund $1,082,993 was budgeted. The actual total to 

date is $1,026,248. In the Water/Sewer Expenses fund $1,082,993 the actual total to date is $1,041,031. 
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B.  Youth Council – Susan Tucker stated they are looking at applications and have approved three from 

Bunker Hill. They haven’t received all the funds from the Relay for Life event. 

 

C.  Fire Department– Chief Gary Sigmon stated they helped out with VBS at the churches. They have 

finished pressure washing the concrete and the window tint has been installed on all doors and windows. 

Chief Sigmon and Ray Ball performed fire extinguisher training for the employees at William Sonoma.  

 

D.  Police Department – Chief Gerald Tolbert reported Sgt. Cozzen stopped a possible Breaking & 

Entering at Claremont Hardware. Officer David Allen stopped the same subjects at Chastine Furniture on 

Cutrite Dr. Capt. Gary Bost was involved in a short chase in which Catawba County Deputies assisted and 

arrested the subject. Officer A. Russell made two arrests for Possession of Cocaine, Drug Paraphernalia, 

Open Container and No Operators License. 

 

E. Public Works – Tom Winkler reported they removed twenty loads of old mulch from the north plant and 

hauled to the Frances Sigmon ball field. They jetted out and cleaned 375 feet of main sewer line Main Street 

and washed out two man holes. 

 

F. Rescue Squad – Chief Eric Jones reported they are having a cookout on August 14
th
 at 7 p.m. He invited 

Mayor Morrow, City Manager Barrick and all the Councilmembers to attend.  

 

G. Utilities – City Manager Barrick reported he sent out 2011 Clean Water Report to all customers and he 

worked with NCDENR to comply with stage 2 compliance monitoring. They performed 6,133 feet for root 

control. The McLin plant will be out of compliance for BOD for the month of May. Claremont and Hickory 

staffs are working to pinpoint the root of the problem and are working to correct this issue. Staff has sent out 

letters to all regional septic tank haulers and placed the Police on high alert. 

 

H. Planning & Zoning – Laurie LoCicero reported it was a slow month. She had one permit. 

 

I.  Parks & Recreation – Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance reported they have a lot going on, the biggest 

project is Claremont Daze. They still need a Grand Marshall for the Christmas Parade. There is a fundraiser 

for Cassie Cozzen and there will be a Cassie Cozzen day to help raise money for medical bills. The Veterans 

Day ceremony will be on November 11
th
. 

 

J. Appearance Committee – Councilmember Nicky Setzer reported Danny & Randyl Abernathy received 

Yard of the Month for June. 

 

K. PJ Stanley Memorial Scholarship Fund – City Manager Barrick reported Friday is the last day to turn 

in applications for the scholarship. 

 

12.  CITY MANAGER'S REPORT – City Manager Doug Barrick stated the City wants historical 

photographs of Claremont. He mentioned the improvements on Main Street and encouraged everyone to 

take the time and look at all of the improvements. He reminded everyone the speed limit is 25 mph between 

Church Street and the City Park. 

 

13.  ADJOURN - At 8:10 p.m. Councilmember Shawn Brown made a motion to adjourn the City Council 

meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Dale Setzer. The motion passed unanimously. 
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Respectively submitted, 

Mandy D. Buff,  

Administrative Support Clerk    

      

 

                                                                                                                      

 

APPROVED MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 2012. 


