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City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 

Monday, February 6, 2012 
 

The regular City Council meeting of the City of Claremont was held in the Council Chambers at City Hall at 

7:00 p.m. on Monday, February 6, 2012. 

 

The following members of the Claremont City Council were present: Mayor David Morrow, Mayor Pro 

Tem Timothy Lowrance, Councilmember Shawn Brown, Councilmember Nicky Setzer, Councilmember 

Dale Sherrill and Councilmember Dale Setzer. 

 

The following personnel of the City of Claremont were present: City Manager, Doug Barrick, City 

Attorney, Bob Grant, Finance Officer, Stephanie Corn, Administrative Support Clerk, Mandy Buff, Police 

Chief, Gerald Tolbert, Police Captain, Gary Bost, Fire Chief, Gary Sigmon, Public Works Director, Tom 

Winkler, Police Sergeant, Duane Cozzen, Police Sergeant, Allen Long, Police Officer Bryan Martin and 

Public Works Lead Supervisor, Garrick Butts. 

 

Others in attendance were: Bill Stamey, Susan Tucker, Ron McGee, Deborah McGee, Ron Self, Michael 

Kirby, Henry Helton, Laurie LoCicero, Andrea Ramsey, Robert Smith, Hannah Elliott, Gene Monday, Rev. 

Chuck Bryant, Rupert Little, Jennifer Lowrance, Kevin Spiva, Scott Millar, Robert Winrow, Tammy 

Stamey, Brenda Stanley, Eric Jones, Colt Corlan, Anthony Toscave, Jessica Mitchell, Raymond Pierce, 

Justin Shook, Sarah Monday, Rachel Lynn Monday, Macon Monday and John Cathey. 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor David Morrow called the Claremont City Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

The agenda was accepted as presented. 

 

3.  INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

The invocation was led by Reverend Chuck Bryant from Vision of Outreach of Catawba County. Mayor Pro 

Tem Timothy Lowrance led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

4.  MAYOR'S REPORT 

 

Mayor David Morrow reported City Attorney Bob Grant, Council and City Manager Doug Barrick attended 

a joint reception dinner that was sponsored by the City of Conover in their multimodal building. They 

exchanged ideas and got to know one another. Mayor Morrow met with Conover Fire Chief Mark Hinson 

and talked about how both communities could help each other in times of need and any rescue efforts.  
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Mayor Morrow was asked to speak during a call meeting in October 2011. The call meeting was made 

possible by a Catawba County Integrity Grant. The call meeting took place at the Hickory Council 

Chambers. The purpose of the call meeting was to inform known gang member's in Catawba County that 

there will be a zero tolerance for armed robberies, assaults with weapons or drive by shootings. There were 

19 individuals that attended the meeting. Ten of the individuals asked for assistance in changing their way 

of life and three of the ten that started the assistance are continuing with the program. Year 3 of the grant 

will cost the City of Claremont $355.37. 

 

Mayor Morrow reminded everyone of the Annual Budget Retreat on February 18, 2012 at the Claremont 

Fire Department. 

 

5.  CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A. Regular Meeting Minutes – January 3, 2012 - A motion was made by Councilmember Shawn Brown 

to accept the January 3, 2012 minutes as presented. Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance seconded the 

motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. Closed Session Minutes – January 3, 2012 - A motion was made by Councilmember Shawn Brown to 

accept the January 3, 2012 minutes as presented. Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance seconded the motion. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

6.  CITIZEN'S CONCERNS AND COMMENTS  

 

Raymond Pierce, a student from Bandy's High School, asked how the $355.37 is going to train Claremont's 

police officers to locate the gang members.  

 

Chief Gerald Tolbert stated that all agencies have known gang members. Claremont had a homicide about 3 

years ago and the people that were involved were associated with gangs. They have been told there is no 

tolerance for gangs. 

 

Captain Gary Bost stated the amount of money that a City gives depends on their population. The purpose 

of the grant is to give the worse criminals that are in gangs an option to turn their life around. 

 

7.  PRESENTATION 

 

A. Catawba County Economic Development Corporation Update of Claremont – Scott Millar, 

President of the Catawba County Economic Development Corporation stated the EDC wants to help some 

of the smaller businesses that don't have web presence establish some web presence. The upcoming year's 

goal is to repurpose already named properties. The EDC will encourage their clients to settle in Claremont 

but only if Claremont is right for them. The EDC responded to 32 manufacturing RFI's last year that 

involved Claremont. 

 

B. Claremont Police Department 2011 Year in Review – Chief Gerald Tolbert promoted Sgt. Bill Stamey 

to Lieutenant and promoted Corporal Ron Self to Sergeant. Chief Tolbert stated the American Legion Post 

16 made Sgt. Duane Cozzen Police Officer of the Year. 

 

Chief Tolbert stated Captain Gary Bost received his Advance Certification and Sgt. Allen Long received his 

Intermediate Certification, he lacks 30 hours of receiving his Advance Certification. He also mentioned they 
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were able to put two new patrol cars on the road. The Police Department underwent a DCI Audit and passed 

with 100% accuracy thanks to Sgt. Duane Cozzen, Corporal Clay Buff and Administrative Assistant Pam 

Shook. 

 

8. OLD BUSINESS 

 

City Manager Barrick reported the Public Works Department has been doing some minor maintenance work 

at Francis Sigman Park. 

 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Budget Transfer – Monies have been moved in the FY 2012 budget to allow for the purchase of a new 

city hall fleet vehicle. Due to significant mid-year savings this vehicle replacement was advanced in the CIP 

to the current fiscal year and will free up much needed room in the coming years CIP. 

 

B. City of Claremont 2012 Action Plan - A motion was made by Councilmember Dale Sherrill to accept 

the City of Claremont 2012 Action Plan as presented. Councilmember Dale Setzer seconded the motion. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

10. DEPARMENT & COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

A.  Youth Council – Susan Tucker reported the youth worked on Valentine's decorations for the senior 

breakfast. The youth want to raise $1500 for Relay for Life. They will host the Easter egg hunt in the park in 

April and some local churches have showed an interest in helping out. 

 

B.  Fire Department – Chief Gary Sigmon had to leave because of a gas leak. His report showed the Fire 

Department responded to 13 calls from January 1 through January 20. There was 47.84 man hours spent on 

fire calls for the month of January. The Fire Prevention Officer performed 7 programs this month, installed 

8 smoke detectors and replaced 3 smoke detector batteries. 

 

C.  Police Department – Chief Gerald Tolbert and Captain Gary Bost had to leave due to a gas leak. Their 

report showed the police department responded to 856 calls, did 1115 property checks and wrote 40 

citations to court. Sgt. Long made two arrests for shoplifting at Lowes Foods. Officer Martin made one 

arrest for second degree trespassing on Catawba St. Officer Russell is investigating a possible breaking and 

entering at a residence off of Cloninger Street. 

 

D.  Public Works – Public Works Director Tom Winkler reported the chipper is being repaired. They were 

able to borrow one for a reasonable rate until their chipper is up running. Smoke testing of the city's sewer 

system with NCRWA has started. The testing found a few people's gutter systems are connected to the 

City's sewer system which is illegal and they have been notified. 

 

E. Rescue Squad – Eric Jones reported they responded to 979 calls in 2011. 30 guns in 30 days will start on 

Thursday, February 9 and the first drawing will be in September. They attended two agricultural classes and 

April 21
st
 is their Pig Pickin' and Poker Run. 
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F. Utilities Department – Kevin Greer stated the Public Works Department is doing a good job. The 

McClin & North plants have been operating well. The McClin plant is the primary issue with the industrial 

wastewater but they are able to work through the issues. The lift stations are running fine.  

 

G. Planning and Zoning – City Planner Laurie LoCicero reported she has been working with Chief Tolbert 

on an animal issue. A high rise sign permit has been issued to Carolina Coach & Camper but they have not 

started construction yet. 

 

John Cathey, owner of Carolina Coach & Camper, stated the high rise sign should be completed in three 

weeks. 

 

H. Parks & Recreation – Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance reported the Eagle Scout has started on the 

project at the City Park. The Tailgate Market is coming up in the spring. The park grant has been sent in for 

Francis Sigman Park. The Veteran's Committee met and they are getting ready for Memorial Day. 

 

City Attorney Bob Grant inquired on the regulations of the Tailgate Market.  

 

Each produce vendor must complete an application prior to participating in the program and they must have 

with the application a grower's certificate. They are not allowed to sell their neighbors produce. 

 

I.  Appearance Committee – The committee report showed they had previously voted on purchasing three 

benches to be placed in various places throughout the City. The light at the Welcome sign on South Depot 

Street has been repaired. They are waiting on two artists to present some ideas for the mural on the side of 

the City Hall building. There is some discussion on putting an awning between the entrance to City Hall and 

the entrance to the Library. 

 

12.  CITY MANAGER'S REPORT – City Manager Doug Barrick briefly went over the City of Claremont 

2012 Action Plan and he stated that it will be available on the City's website. He stated the City is looking 

for old photos and documents pertaining to the City of Claremont that can be scanned into a computer for 

the City's records. Persons 60 or above are invited to three gatherings at O' Cup Bean & Bakery on February 

20, March 19 and April 16, from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. The morning will include a time to gather together, 

meet new friends and renew old acquaintances. The wireless access point has been mounted to the top of 

City Hall. This serves as the hub for the network and will allow us to begin strategically placing repeater 

antennas across the downtown area for optimal coverage. The budget retreat is on February 18 at the Fire 

Department. 

 

13. CLOSED SESSION – At 8:43 p.m. Councilmember Nicky Setzer made a motion to go into closed 

session in reference to G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3) (Attorney-Client Privilege), G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6) (Personnel 

Matter) and G.S. 143-318.11(a)(4) (EDC Contract). Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance seconded the 

motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

At 10:09 p.m. Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance made a motion to adjourn the closed session. 

Councilmember Shawn Brown seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

City Manager Doug Barrick stated the City website may be inaccessible for a couple of days due to 

transferring the domain name. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance stated he will be unable to attend March's Council Meeting.  
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14.  ADJOURN - At 10:12 p.m. Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance moved to adjourn the City Council 

meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Dale Setzer. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Mandy D. Buff,  

Administrative Support Clerk 

 

 

APPROVED MARCH 5, 2012 

 


