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City of Claremont Regular Meeting Minutes 

Monday, March 4, 2013 

 

The regular City Council meeting of the City of Claremont was held in the Council Chambers at City 

Hall at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 4, 2013. 

 

The following members of the Claremont City Council were present: Mayor David Morrow, Mayor Pro 

Tem Timothy Lowrance, Councilmember Shawn Brown, Councilmember Nicky Setzer, Councilmember 

Dale Setzer and Councilmember Dale Sherrill. 

 

The following personnel of the City of Claremont were present: City Manager Doug Barrick, City 

Attorney Bob Grant, Finance Officer Stephanie Corn, Administrative Support Clerk Mandy Buff, 

Deputy Chief Gary Bost, Fire Chief Gary Sigmon and Public Works Director Tom Winkler. 

 

Others in attendance were: Henry Helton, Susan Tucker, Laurie LoCicero, Robert Winrow, Robert 

Smith, Heather Blanton, Eric Jones, Jason Lowrance, Andrea Ramsey and Gene Monday. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor David Morrow called the Claremont City Council meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 

 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

The agenda was approved as presented. 

 

3. INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

The invocation was led by Bishop George Hilton of Light House Ministry. Councilmember Shawn 

Brown led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

4. MAYOR’S REPORT 
 

Mayor David Morrow reported Council, staff and department heads met February 2
nd

 for the annual 

budget retreat. On March 11
th

 Mayor David Morrow and City Manager Barrick will be attending a 

Mayor Manager’s meeting. At the meeting they will discuss the economic competitive plan which the 

EDC was commissioned to see how Catawba County as a whole with sister cities could work together to 

improve Catawba County. The Amazing Race will be held at the Claremont Elementary School on 

March 19
th

. The Amazing Race is a reading competition for students and adults.  
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5. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. February 4, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes – Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance made a motion 

to accept February 4, 2013 regular meeting minutes as presented. Councilmember Nicky Setzer 

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

6. CITIZEN’S CONCERN’S & COMMENTS 
 

None 

 

7. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

At 7:15 p.m. Councilmember Nicky Setzer made a motion to open the public hearing. Mayor Pro Tem 

Timothy Lowrance seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

A. City of Claremont Golf Cart Ordinance – No member of the public commented on the ordinance. 

 

At 7:16 p.m. Councilmember Shawn Brown made a motion to close the public hearing. Councilmember 

Dale Sherrill seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

8. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. City of Claremont Golf Cart Ordinance - The City of Claremont has discussed the option to allow 

Golf Carts on city streets for a few years. Prior to recent changes in the General Statues the use of Golf 

Carts on Municipal streets required special legislation. This ordinance has been complied based on 

similar ordinances that have been adopted in other municipalities.  

 

Highlights of this Ordinance include:  

 Golf Carts can be operated on streets with a posted speed limit of 35 mph or less. 

 Operators must be at least 16 years old and possess a valid NC driver’s license. 

 Golf Carts may only be operated between sunrise and sunset. 

 All golf cart operators must complete a golf cart registration application and submit to the City of 

Claremont Police Department for approval. Before driving on public roads, the operator of the 

golf cart must have a valid registration issued.  

 All traffic laws applicable to motor vehicles and the operation thereof are applied to Golf Cart 

operators. 

City Attorney Bob Grant stated allowing golf carts on public streets doesn’t open the City to any 

liability but the City can still be sued. On Ball Head Island the only transportation they have is by golf 

cart. They have had injuries and deaths due to not having seatbelts in the golf carts. He suggested adding 

a seatbelt regulation to the ordinance. He is also concerned with the golf cart being allowed in areas 

where the speed limit is 35 mph since a golf cart’s maximum speed is 20 mph. He stated he doesn’t 

think insurance companies will insure a golf cart. 

 

Councilmember Dale Sherrill made a motion to table the golf cart ordinance. Councilmember Shawn 

Brown seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
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B. Resolution 15-12 Planning Board Appointments - The Planning Board currently has two member 

seats open. Planning Board Chairman Robert Smith has recommended reappointing the current members to 

these positions.  

 

Councilmember Nicky Setzer made a motion to approve resolution 15-12 as presented. Mayor Pro Tem 

Timothy Lowrance seconded the motion passed unanimously. 

 

9. DEPARTMENT & COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

A. Youth Council – Brittany reported they will be having two spirit nights, one at Boxcar and the other 

at Bojangles. They will also have three Zumba nights at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church. The annual Easter 

egg hunt is March 23
rd

 with the rain date of March 30
th

 in Claremont Park. 

 

B. Fire Department – Chief Gary Sigmon reported fire calls are down and training hours are up, 581 

training hours for the month. They are preparing for the pancake breakfast that will be on May 4
th

. They 

held a fire extinguisher class for the staff of Bethlehem United Methodist Church daycare. 

 

C. Police Department – Deputy Chief Gary Bost reported Corporal Clay Buff and Officer Pete 

Carswell investigated a case of breaking and entering into a vehicle at Pierre Foods. Lieutenant Long 

and Corporal Clark investigated cases of counterfeit monies. Deputy Chief Gary Bost stated counterfeit 

monies enter the banks and the banks use a machine that tells them rather the money is real or 

counterfeit. If the money is counterfeit they call the police. 

 

D. Public Works – Public Works Director Tom Winkler reported Rick Damron is the new Assistant 

Director of Public Works. He stated the City loss power at the pump station and Deputy Chief Gary Bost 

found out who caused the power loss. 

 

E. Rescue Squad – Chief Eric Jones reported Tim Hicks, Steve Norris and Eric Jones are going through 

the North Carolina Structural Collapse Technician Course that is being held at Surry Community 

College. Some of the up-coming training classes that are scheduled or being scheduled includes an 

Agricultural Rescue Class, ATV Tracking and Rescue class and some Search classes. The 13th Annual 

Claremont Rescue Pig Picking and Poker Run is scheduled for April 20th, 2013. We look forward to 

seeing everyone there this year. 

 

F. Utilities Department – City Manager Doug Barrick reported the North Plant flow spiked in 

December which was caused by a leak at City Hall. January’s flow is better. Smoke testing has been 

completed in the Industrial Park. 

 

G. Planning & Zoning – City Planner Laurie LoCicero reported she will be adding extra hours to her 

time in Claremont. She will now be in Claremont on Wednesday mornings as well as Monday 

afternoons. The Planning Board is continuing to work on the sign ordinance. 

 

H. Parks & Recreation Committee – Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance reported the committee is 

working on Claremont Daze. They are revamping the kids area and they are going to let the provider of 

the rides manage the rides. 

 

10. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
City Manager Doug Barrick stated DOT will be sending the sidewalk grant contract to be approved at 

April’s meeting. The construction for the sidewalk project is estimated to begin in October and should 

be completed no later than August 2014. 
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Mayor David Morrow stated book author Robert Whitlow will be reading at the Claremont Library on 

March 14
th

 at 6 p.m. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance will be attending the NLC conference in Washington D.C. March 

9
th

 through March 12
th

. 

 

11. CLOSED SESSION 
 

At 8:02 p.m. Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance made a motion go into closed session in reference to 

G.S. 143-318.11(3) (Attorney-Client Privilege) and G.S. 143-318.11(a)(4) (EDC Contract). 

Councilmember Shawn Brown seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

At 8:35 p.m. Mayor Pro Tem Timothy Lowrance made a motion to adjourn the closed session and 

reconvene the regular session. Councilmember Shawn Brown seconded the motion. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

12. ADJOURN 
 

At 8:36 p.m. Councilmember Shawn Brown made a motion to adjourn the City Council meeting. 

Councilmember Dale Setzer seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mandy D. Buff, Administrative Support Clerk 

 

 

Approved April 1, 2013  


