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City of Claremont Regular Meeting Minutes
Monday, March 7, 2016

The regular City Council meeting of the City of Claremont was held in the Council Chambers located at Claremont City Hall at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 7, 2016.

The following members of the Claremont City Council were present: Mayor Shawn Brown, Councilmember Timothy Lowrance, Councilmember Dale Sherrill, Councilmember Lee Miller and Councilmember David Morrow.  Councilmember Dayne Miller was excused from the meeting.

The following personnel of the City of Claremont were present: City Manager Catherine Renbarger, City Clerk Wendy Helms, Police Chief Gary Bost, Fire Chief Bart Travis, Public Services Director Tom Winkler, Public Services Supervisor Bo Prince, Captain Allen Long, Recreation Coordinator Michael Orders, Finance Officer Stephanie Corn, City Planner Elinor Hiltz and City Attorney Bob Grant.

Others in attendance were: Robert Smith, Rev. Dennis Marshall, Robert Winrow, Jimmy Freeman, Lori Freeman, Gere Helton, Henry Helton, Jeanette Davis, Margery Adams, Richard Haunton, Glenn Morrison, David Clark, Bryan Martin, Suzanne White and Michael Kirby.
	
1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Shawn R. Brown called the Claremont City Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.


2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

  The agenda was then approved as presented.


3. INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The invocation was given by Reverend Dennis Marshall from Bethlehem United Methodist Church.  Councilmember Dale Sherrill led the Pledge of Allegiance.


5. MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Brown thanked the City Manager and Department Heads for their work on the budget.  He also recognized City Clerk Wendy Helms for being awarded IIMC Certified Municipal Clerk.



6. CONSENT AGENDA

A. February 1, 2016, Regular Meeting Minutes – Councilmember Timothy Lowrance made a motion to accept February 1, 2016 regular meeting minutes as presented. Councilmember David Morrow seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

B. February 1, 2016, Closed Session Minutes – Councilmember Timothy Lowrance made a motion to accept the closed session minutes from February 1, 2016 as presented.  Councilmember David Morrow seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.


7. CITIZEN’S CONCERNS & COMMENTS- none


8.  OLD BUSINESS- 

A. Budget Transfer- Transfer of funds was made to align line items to expenditures.  Informational only.

9. PUBLIC HEARING- Motion was made by Councilmember Timothy Lowrance to go into a Public Hearing at 7:04 p.m. to discuss a rezoning request at 2883 North Oxford Street.  Second was made by Councilmember David Morrow.  Motion passed unanimously.

City Planner Elinor Hiltz spoke briefly about the need for rezoning and permitted uses for the property.  She recommended the rezoning be approved because the amendment would be consistent with the Land Development Plan.

Motion was made by Councilmember Timothy Lowrance to close the Public hearing at 7:08 p.m.  Second was made by Councilmember David Morrow.  Motion passed unanimously.

10. PRESENTATIONS-

A.  Suzanne White- Catawba County Library- Ms. White gave an overview of the services that the Claremont Library offers.  

B. Gary Bost Police Department Awards- Chief Bost presented Allen Long with the Officer of the Year Award.  Captain Long in turn presented Chief Bost and Michael Kirby with the Top Shot Award.

11. NEW BUSINESS- 

A. Resolution 18-15 Appointing Members to the Planning Board- The Planning Board has two member seats open.  Rupert Little and Jeff Barkley have agreed to serve again.  Motion was made by Councilmember Dale Sherrill to approve Resolution 18-15, reappointing Rupert Little and Jeff Barkley to the Planning Board.  Second was made by Councilmember Lee Miller.  Motion passed unanimously.

B. Resolution 19-15 Directing the Clerk to investigate a petition for voluntary annexation at 2985 Oxford Way- The City received a voluntary annexation petition from the owners of 2985 Oxford Way.   Motion was made by Councilmember Timothy Lowrance directing the City Clerk to investigate the sufficiency of the voluntary annexation and report back to Council.  Second was made by Councilmember David Morrow.  Motion passed unanimously.

 C. Resolution 20-15 Call for a Public Hearing, Voluntary Annexation at 2985 Oxford Way- City Clerk Wendy Helms certified that she had investigated the petition and found as a fact that said petition was signed by all owners of real property lying in the area described therein, in accordance with G.S. 160A-31.  Motion was made by Councilmember Dale Sherrill to approve Resolution 20-15 calling for a public hearing on Monday, April 4, 2016 for citizen input on the voluntary annexation of 2985 Oxford Way.  Second was made by Councilmember Lee Miller.  Motion passed unanimously.

D. Resolution 21-15 Directing the Clerk to Investigate a Petition for Voluntary Annexation at 3000 Frazier Drive- The City received a voluntary annexation petition from the owners of 3000 Frazier Drive.   Motion was made by Councilmember Timothy Lowrance directing the City Clerk to investigate the sufficiency of the voluntary annexation and report back to Council.  Second was made by Councilmember Dale Sherrill.  Motion passed unanimously.

E. Ordinance 10-15 Amending the Official Zoning Map 2883 North Oxford Street- Ordinance 10-15 will update the City of Claremont Zoning Map.  This change is in conformance with the Future Land Use Map of the 2003 Land Development Plan, and the proposed development is infill development, which the Land Development Plan promotes. This Board believes this change to be for the common good. This zoning change is subject to the following properties:

Catawba County            PIN Owner                               Address
3762-1701-9886         Fred Freeman Properties LLC         2883 N Oxford St
3762-1701-8871         Fred Freeman Properties LLC        2883 N Oxford St

Mayor Brown read a statement of public interest, rezoning this tract to Highway Business is beneficial to the public because of commercial use in a high traffic area.  Councilmember David Morrow moved to adopt the statement of public interest and approve this rezoning because it is consistent with the Land Development Plan’s Future Land Use Map.  Second was made by Councilmember Timothy Lowrance.  Motion passed unanimously.

F. Call for Public Hearing Protest Petition Text Amendment- A public hearing is needed for an amendment to the zoning ordinance about protest petitions. A protest petition is a petition that opposition to a rezoning may submit. If the petition is valid, City Council must approve a rezoning by a ¾ vote for it to pass.  Recently the state legislature changed the statutes regarding what constitutes a valid protest petition. They lowered the standard from 20 percent to 5 percent of affected
property owners, and they described the affected area as a buffer to account for oddly shaped
parcels.  The City of Claremont must adjust its ordinance to become consistent with the new state
law. On January 25, 2016 the Planning Board recommended approval of this text amendment.  Motion was made by Councilmember Dale Sherrill to call for a public hearing on April 4, 2016.  Second was made by Councilmember David Morrow.  Motion passed unanimously.

G. Call for Public Hearing Residential Architectural Standards Text Amendment- A public hearing is needed for an amendment removing residential architectural standards from Claremont’s zoning ordinances. The state legislature passed a new statute making it illegal for cities to regulate architecture in single-family houses and duplexes. Claremont must remove some sections of their ordinance to  comply with the new law.  Motion was made by Councilmember David Morrow to call for a public hearing on April 4, 2016.  Second was made by Councilmember Timothy Lowrance.  Motion passed unanimously.

H. Resolution 22-15 Adopt Changes to Personnel Policy- Several members of Council requested that City Administration examine the City’s Personnel Policy and conditions of employment regarding political activity. Three versions of an amendment to the Personnel Policy were given for Council’s consideration. All options will require an officer, volunteer or otherwise, of any City Department to resign his or her role as officer if elected to the office of Mayor or City Council.  After lengthy discussion the following changes were made to option 2.  Councilmember David Morrow made a motion to accept option 2 with these changes:

Under Option 2, the following section would be added to the Policy: If an officer of any department of the city files as a candidate for the office of Mayor or Council of the City of Claremont, the candidate must take an unpaid leave of absence from his or her position as an officer within the department in which he or she serves until the outcome of the election for the office sought.  If elected the officer must resign his or her role as an officer of the department in which he or she served.  If the candidate is not elected, his or her unpaid leave of absence is terminated and he or she is fully restored to his or her former position.

Second was made by Councilmember Timothy Lowrance.  Motion passed unanimously.


12. DEPARTMENT & COMMITTEE REPORTS

A.  Monthly Department Dashboard Report- The dashboard report was accepted as presented.

13. CITY MANAGER REPORT – City Manager Renbarger reminded everyone of the Annual WPCOG meeting on April 28, 2016.  A draft Action Plan will be distributed to Council in April.  She also polled Council about dates for a spring local business meeting.  Finally everyone was asked to save the date of October 15, 2016; this will be the date for the PJ Stanley Memorial 5K.

 14. ADJOURN
With no further business of the board motion was made by Councilmember Dale Sherrill to adjourn the meeting at 8:08 p.m.  Second was made by Councilmember David Morrow.  Motion passed unanimously.


Respectfully submitted,
Wendy L. Helms, City Clerk
							


____________________________			
Shawn R. Brown, Mayor 				 


Attested:

____________________________
Wendy L. Helms, City Clerk
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